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~hckerel landings~ in recent yenrs~ havo generally been low around the Donegal
const~ and have never exceeded 3290 cwt (1958). During July~ 1963~ hmTover~ rensonable
cntches of mackerel ware made in Donegnl Bay. ~~o sumples of these fish were exumined
for length~ s ex~ mnturity ~ age und dorsul fin-my count. Fish numbering 253 were
oxamined und tho results obtuined ure oummn.rized in Tuble 1 below. Over 95% of the total
wero young fish (loss thun three years of uge). Of this totul the vnst rnnjority (78%)
were sexually iIIJ.mO.turo. The menn lengths for the male und femnle O-group fish show that
the fem.nles wero slightly lllrger. Compnring the O-group und l-group fish in Tnble 1, it
muy be seen thnt thera is an upproximnte difforonco of 6 cm be~vee.n these two yenr­
classes und that during the first year of lifa growth is very rapid.

Ages wero determined by using the otolitr..a • All otoliths were read from the busnl
portion. In older fish~ the presenoe of false rings and split rings on the rostrum mude
it impossible to obtnin 0. relinble reuding from this portion of tho otolith.

Fn::un Tablo 1 it will ulso bo seon thnt some cf the young fish "lore in
moro udvunced stages of mnturity (Stnge V & VII; Stevens) und 0. small number waro
rocovering spents.
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Tnb1e 1. Killybegs (Ju1y)

I I INumbor of winter rings 0 1 2 3 4 6 7 9+

Irnmo.turo No. of fish 12 2
juveniles Menn length 24.2 23.0

Meun fin-rny 11.91 13.0
count

~--T---..--------- ---------- ---- ----- ---- ---- f----- ---
Males No. of fish 74 26 11 1 2 1

Menn length 23.5 29.3 31.9 34.2 35.9 35.4
Meun fin- my 12.04 11.80 11.27 12.00 11.00 l2.oc

count
----- ---- ----- ------ f-------- ------------r--------- ----

Femnles No. of fish 63 31 23 2 2 2 1
Menn lcngth 23.8 29.4 31.8 34.6 35.6 34.7 39.
Meun fin-ruy 12.09 11.45 11.82 11.00 11.50 11.50 12.
count

--------- -----_._---------_.- -- ~---------- ------_._- -_._--- '---

Total No. of fish 149 59 34 3 4 1 2 1
Mann length 23.7 29.1 31.8 34.5 35.8 35.4 34.7 39.
Maan fin-ray 12.05 11.66 11.64 11.33 11.25 12.00 11.50 12., count
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